INTRODUCTION o

Fofe’u’t is one of the mast important natural resources
of the h . Forest covered i one |

of earth’s land surface of which about 50% is occupied

by tropical forest. So far India is concerned of the total

geographical avea 22.74% is forest,

The total forest area of the world was estimated to be.
7000 million heclors in 1900 which reduced to 2890 million
hectors in 1975 and it fell just 2300 million heetors by 2000
and this downlall of forest arca is inereasing vear after
year. It may be noted here that in the developing countries
though governments have iaken various steps to protect

forest but due to population explosion and scathe hands of
tinati ies of. ] ies they have
faced severe problems 1o protect the forest arca up o the
expected level. ling to a report of G f India
we have only 19.276 of our land area covered by forest.
(Data based on satellitc picture of 1998). Our national
forest policy have made a targel for achieving 33% forest
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